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Clarges - The Musical
Act One

libretto by Joe St.Johanser Scene one - The spaceport

after the novel by Jack Vance
Night - The darkened landing field at the spaceport. Gantry lights and shadows.
Set 1o one side is an entry platform to a spaceship with steps leading down.
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Scene Two - The House of Life at Carnevalle
Flamboyant pleasure ground: preening and shuddering like a new butterfly.
The pavilions giving off prismatic reflections; the pagodas dripping molten liquid; a myriad lumes floating like a haze of fireflies.
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[The booth is now full and the show starts inside.
Gavin Waylock is free for the evening.
He jumps down and falls into step with The Jacynth Martin. ]
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THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Is your boss faring so poorly that his tout must chase prospects through the crowd?

GAVIN WAYLOCK

At this moment I am my own man and will be so until tomorrow sunset.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
But you hobnob with Verge and Amaranth. What is your interest with a glark girl?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
The usual. You're a beautiful sight; do you realise it?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

Why else would I wear such a revealing costume?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I'll accompany you if I may.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I might lead you into mischief...

GAVIN WAYLOCK
A risk I won't mind taking... here we ate at the crossroads. How will you choose?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I have no choice. I came to walk, look and feel

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Then I must choose. That's the House of Dreams, there the Hall of Revelation, The House of Far Worlds... see
those people... they leave the House of the Unknown Thrill. The thrill is hardly unknown it is the threat of...
transition... they pay to be threatened with molten metal, with guillotines, with lurking assassins... in short the
threat of ... going off.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I'm far too restless for dreaming... and I have no feat of such threats.
[they arrive at a stimmo booth |

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Nor Are you so very young then? What colour?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Red.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Red makes me daring.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Suppose I'm already daring..

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Then red makes you reckless
[they both partake of a red stimmo |
Now the night begins. Carnevalle!
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GAVIN WAYLOCK
Why do you stare at me?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
A face I recognise. A voice in my mind speaks a name.
The Grayven Warlock! But this dread Monster was tried,
ajudged and delivered to the assassins seven years ago.
He fled the assassins and disappeared. Who then are your

GAVIN WAYLOCK
You have deceived me! You can not be glark because seven years ago
you would have been too young to be concerned with scandal.
You must be much older - even Amaranth - rarely do unmodified genes
produce such perfection. May I ask your name?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I am The Jacynth Martin.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I am correct in my deductions - you are partly right in yours.
My face is indeed that of the Grayven Warlock. We are identities; I am his clone.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
A clone? Clone of The Grayven...seven years ago...
You seem very sophisticated for a clone of so few years

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I'm highly adaptable.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I remember now - The Grayven's striving was journalism.

The Abel Mandeville was his rival.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
His enemy too. They met one night, high in the Porphyry Tower. There were words, accusations.
The Abel struck the Grayven.
The Grayven struck back and the Abel fell a thousand feet into Charterhouse Square.

Among the Amaranth violence is not unknown. If transistion does occut, it is nothing final.
As Amaranth you are of course aware of this.

At most there's the inconvenience of a few weeks until the next surrogate is bought forth.
But the Grayven was given to the assassins, although he'd just become Amaranth

and had as yet no viable surrogates with his personality.
Only I - as a clone relict - not the personality.
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THE JACYNTH MARTIN
The Grayven Watlock shouldn't have left seclusion until his clones had become sutrrogates.
It was a chance he took.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
The Grayven was impulsive, impatient; he couldn't isolate himself so long.
He hadn't counted on the vindictiveness of his enemies.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
These ate the laws of Clarges.
Anyone who performs an obscene act of violence deserves nothing more than oblivion.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
What will you do now?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I'm not happy in the possession of this knowledge. My instincts are to expose the Monster.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
There's no Monster to be exposed. The Grayven is seven years forgotten.
[he resumes his mask |

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

Yes of course.

[Basil Thinkoup enters - somewhat the worse for wear |

BASIL THINKOUP
Here's good old Gavin - good old Gavin Waylock.

GAVIN WAYLOCK

You'll excuse us Basil - we were on the point of leaving.

BASIL THINKOUP
Not so soon! Never so I see you except in front of your House.
This man Gavin here is my oldest friend
[he draws them to a table and they sit |

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Indeed? How long have you known him?

BASIL THINKOUP
Seven years ago we pulled Gavin Waylock out of the water. It was on the barge Amprodex.
The captain went catto on the home trip. Remember that Gavin - what a vicious sight!

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I remember very well. Come let's...

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I'm interested in your friend Basil.. So you pulled Gavin Waylock from the water?

BASIL THINKOUP
He fell asleep in his aircar.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

And seven years ago this occurred?

BASIL THINKOUP

Seven years more or less. Gavin will tell you to the very hour. He has an exact mind
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Scene Two - Later that evening
Cafe Dalmatia and Actuarian- cafe tables in front of cafe ar busy,
cage of shame in square outside - an old woman is still crouching in the cage.
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DIALOG: CUSTOMER ONE

'Quite a sight isn't it?....



CUSTOMER ONE
Quite a sight isn't it? The old crow must have tried to trick the Actuarian.

CUSTOMER TWO
They come more often nowadays. When I was young the Cage was used
no mote than once per year. The world's changing.
What with all these Weirds and Witherers and the new styles.

CUSTOMER ONE
The Weirds will be out tonight.

CUSTOMER TWO
Before there would never be such a display.
The midnight walk is supposed to be a retreat from shame.
Now with the Weirds it's disgusting. Monsters they make of themselves

CUSTOMER ONE
Stealing our lives that what she's doing.

| GW enters. [M rises and greets him. He is taken aback, hesitates then kisses her warmly - she extricates herself |

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I've been hoping to meet you again. You ate extraordinary. If you would register in Brood
you would win to Amaranth on the strength of your beauty alone.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Let me disabuse you. Whatever your relationship to the previous Jacynth it does not extend to me.
I am the new Jacynth!

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Jacynth? But your name is not Jacynth!

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I am the best judge of that.
[she moves a step further back, looks him over from bead to toe |
You are- Gavin Waylock?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Of course

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
You greatly resemble another - a man called The Grayven Watlock.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
The Grayven Warlock is no longer alive. I am his relict.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Indeed? I am The Jacynth Martin.
A month ago my previous version was destemporized at Carnevalle.
It seems that you escorted me during a certain part of the evening.
We arived at the Pamphylia Bar together and were joined by Basil Thinkoup and then by
The Albert Pondicherry and The Dennis Lestrange. Immediately prior to my
passing you and Basil Thinkoup departed. Is this all correct?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I must arrange my thoughts... Evidently your name is not Mira Martin and you ate not glark.
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THE JACYNTH MARTIN
I am The Jacynth Martin.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
And you were fatally taken?.. we saw you relax on the table.
Apparently you were overcome by intoxicants.
The Albert and the Dennis were attending you. We departed... sit down - let me serve you wine.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
No - I came here tonight only for information.
Someone evil robbed me of my life. I would know his name and bring his depravity home to him.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Depravity is hardly the word. You stand before me - your blood flows - you radiate life and beauty.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
That is how a Monster must justify his crime. I must know how I was transited.
I must know and I will know! Tell me!

GAVIN WAYLOCK
There is little to tell.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

You and I met - how did we meet? Did you not work at Carnevalle?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I see you have had a good gossip with Basil Thinkoup

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Yes. One month ago you strove at Carnevalle.
Suddenly you gave over this occupation of seven years,
you registered in Brood, you changed your life. Why?

You will not answer my questions?

GAVIN WAYLOCK

No - not under the pressure of your assumptions.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Then you will answer against your will. Mind search is the means to truth.
I shall sign a warrant of complaint and the Inquisitors will conduct a mind search.
You will have the usual two Tribunes to guard against irrelevant probing.

If you are innocent I shall be liable for damages.
If not then the world will know no more of Gavin Waylock.

GAVIN WAYLOCK

Your questions are impertinent.

|GW puts his hands on her shoulders |
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Scene 3

The next day - inside Cafe Dalmatia- cafe tables in front of cafe are busy.
Waiters clear up last night's mess.

Basil Thinkoup is sitting at a table and phoning Gavin Waylock

BASIL THINKOUP
[lights up] I'm sortry Gavin, this is what he said... the publisher said - I'll quote it...
"It seems I acted precipitously in offering you a contract
apparently we are not in a position to publish a work of this nature after all'..

I know ...
I asked him what had gone wrong and he said
'certain matters have atisen and my supetiors have vetoed this particular undertaking'...
Then the clerk at the other company was most apologetic but definite -
I'll quote again,
'T'm sorry but it seems I was mistaken -
the place I mentioned is not open after all - my supervisor felt you were not suitable'.

It seems to me that some of those in high places are determined to frustrate you...
Why don't you try the palliatory?
Yes, the palliatory.
Thete's lots of slope all the way up to Amaranth there;
for those who can improve the cure rate of the cattos.

I have a new idea - if it works it will strike directly at the cause of the trouble!

I can help you get started.
You'll have to statt as an ordetly working for my assistant Sara Caddigan.

Not easy but you'll soon make slope and be promoted I'm sure.

[lights fade - BASIL. THINKOUP remains on phone - front tabs in |



Act Three [

Scene One - The Balliasse Palliatory
Office labelled 'Sara Caddigan - Psychotherapist'. Bebind half stage tabs a long row of silent unmoving 'cattos’
in hospital beds - swathed in white bandages and restraints.
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SARA CADDIGAN
Nice and tidy and quiet.
These are all strong cattos; they hardly ever stir, but every once in a while click.
Something pops into their brain.
You'll notice restless motions. Their mouths work, they convulse. That's the wingding stage.

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Then they're violent?

SARA CADDIGAN
It depends on the individual. Sometimes they just lie there and writhe.
Others leap to their feet and stride down the corridors like gods - destroying whatever they touch
- or rather they would if it were not for the restraints.
Notice these holes.
The restraints spring up as soon as weight leaves the bed.

The patient is unable to escape and can only tear up the sheets.
After considerable experimentation we have developed sheets
which tear with optimum sound and vibration.

The patient works off much of his fury
and presently we enter with a swaddle and bear him back to his bed.

[terrible screaming |

Up there is the shrieker ward - very hard on the orderlies.
I have often thought that if one had an enemy, a sane and sensitive enemy,
how exquisite a torture to confine him in the shrieker ward, where he could hear
and not escape. He would join the shrieking in six hours.
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THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Don't you use sedatives?

SARA CADDIGAN
We operate by the theory - whim if you will- of the psychiatrist in charge.
In this ward it is Basil Thinkoup.
His ideas are unconventional.
He espouses the remarkable principle that whatever is established practice is incorrect.
Basil is an experimenter. He tries anything, without qualm or moderation.

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
With what results?

SARA CADDIGAN
The patients are none the worse.

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Good heavens ... those faces..are they conscious? Do they think? Do they feel?

SARA CADDIGAN
They are alive. At some level their mind is functioning... ahh here is Basil Thinkoup

[Thinkoup enters |

Here is The Roland Zygmont, the chairman of the Amaranth Society...
to enquire of our progress in curing the cattos.
I am sure Basil Thinkoup will be able to enlighten you.

[Caddigan sniffs with disdain and exits |

BASIL THINKOUP
Professional jealousy at wotk. Did you notice? They know I'm progtressing and it irks them

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
I imagine it would.

BASIL THINKOUP
Sara Caddigan no doubt has been condemning my practices right?

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Not exactly. She says you are unconventional; and it disturbs her.

BASIL THINKOUP
I have no misgivings. Our society is the most stable structure in human history,
and shows no tendency to change.
This being the case we can expect our typical ailment, the catatonic-manic syndrome,
to continue its advance.
We must attack it vigorously, with the gloves off. They say I use the patients
as guineapigs. Not so. I do try various systems of therapy as they occur to me.

lights fade to black - they exit - brief music interlude as time passes - then lights up SC is at her desk
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/BT enters |

BASIL THINKOUP
Ah Gavin. Welcome to the palliatory. Don't let Sara put you off with her mockery.
She's really a smart enough girl.

SARA CADDIGAN
I think I'll be seeing to my lunch.

Jexcits |

BASIL THINKOUP
Come along. I'll show you the cafeteria; we'll have a good meal and see what's to be done.
Today it will be lettuce, pickled shad and crackers for me, a nice light lunch.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
But what about the patients?

BASIL THINKOUP
What about them indeed? Where can they go?
What harm can befall them?

While catto they recline as if frozen;
if they go wingding - what then?

The bars hold them;
then they tear up the sheets, they spend themselves and sleep once more.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I suppose that's the practical attitude.

BASIL THINKOUP
And eminently sensible.

they extt - swift fade to black - brief music interlude - a sudden storm has blown in from the mountains;
ragged clouds fly through the sky; black rain-brooms sweep the river;
trees in the park jerk to sudden gusts of wind-
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‘Lights fade to black‘
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Scene Five - The Mind Read Facility
A narrow room with whitewashed walls - centre is a padded dentist type chair with wires and attachments, atended by a preceptress.
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GAVIN WAYLOCK
Why has this woman been allowed in here?
You have done me a serious wrong! I shall apply for redress. None of you will escape!

TRIBUNE ONE
(wearily) The presence of this woman is irregular. It is in poor taste.
However it is not illegal.
The Jacynth is present because she herself is an assassin and therefore entitled.
A recent enrollee I might add.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
(a cold smile) Yes. I am investigating my own transition.
Some horrible creature did his worst upon me.
I 'am anxious to learn who he may be.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Your preoccupation seems morbid and unnatural, if I may say so.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
Perhaps. But I do not plan to give it up

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Have you made any progress?

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
So I believed - until we encountered your peculiarly porous memory.

INQUISITOR
(clears bis throat) Y ou have no conscious information to volunteer?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
How could I? I know nothing about the crime.

INQUISITOR
We have established that. Your mind is devoid of incident
during the critical period. Thank you Mr. Waylock.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
(boiws to the tribunes) Thank you for your help.

TRIBUNE ONE It is our duty Mr. Waylock.

107
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[GW goes to exits [M catches up with hin - they have a private conversation]

JACYNTH MARTIN
How you have contrived it I don't know. I intend to learn the truth.
In the meantime I will see you derive no benefit from your crimes.

GAVIN WAYLOCK

You are a strange creature.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

I 'am an ordinary person with strong feelings.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
I likewise have strong feelings.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN
What do you intend to imply.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Only that a contest between us might bring ill consequences.

THE JACYNTH MARTIN

(laughs) Y ou are more vulnerable than I.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
(beat) And correspondingly more reckless.

|GW exits - fade to black and tabs in as [M stares after him]
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Scene Six - Later in the Balliasse Palliatory

Sara Caddigan is in the ward with Basil Thinkoup working over Maximilian Hertzog's bed

- a bottle of orange anti-heptant is fixed up on a drip

Music Number 8 Balliasse Wingding
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Act Four

Scene One - The Pan-Arts Union Hall
- reception cocktail party
for the exhibition of The Aquefacts of Renata Biebursson:
large sculptures of congealed water set on pedestals.
A chattering crowd is admiring the exhibits
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GAVIN WAYLOCK enters

in disguise. (on repeat)
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GAVIN WAYLOCK moves
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DIALOG: THE OLAF MAYBROW

'Allow me to introduce...
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THE OLAF MAYBROW
Allow me to introduce myself. I am The Olaf Maybrow, the Chairman of the Pan-Arts Union.
It puzzles me - the use of congealed water - How do you form the water into these patterns?

RENATA BIEBURSSON
No problem with the natural advantages that are mine. I am a space captain -
I work where the forces of gravity have no effect, where the whole of time is mine for contemplation.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
But I should think the vastness of space would daze rather than stimulate you.

RENATA BIEBURSSON
The void is a mouth crying to be filled, a blank mind aching for thought, a cavity desperate for shape.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Where did your last voyage take you Ms Biebursson?

RENATA BIEBURSSON
Sirius and the Dog planets.

VINCENT RODENAVE
Ah - then you were aboatd the Star Endeavour. I've never spoken with a space traveller before.
From what I have read it appears that worlds without number exist throughout the void?

RENATA BIEBURSSON
Worlds without number.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Surely there are worlds where men may walk abroad and live?

RENATA BIEBURSSON
I have seen such worlds.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
We of Clarges are not space travellers by instinct.
[RB is swept away by other eager admirers - VR and GW are left |
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VINCENT RODENAVE
I strive at the Actuarian. I have just reached Third. Do I recall your enlisting there recently?

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Yes. I am considering trasferring my striving to the Actuatian.

VINCENT RODENAVE
You'll make no slope there. We are a prosaic lot: we face no challenges.

GAVIN WAYLOCK
You seem to have done well.

VINCENT RODENAVE
The technical area is different. I am an expert in televector flakes. Ah there she is now!

THE ANASTASIA FANCOURT
(kittenish) Good evening Vincent

VINCENT RODENAVE
I have that for which you asked. I secured it at no small risk.

THE ANASTASIA FANCOURT
Excellent Vincent. Come to my dressing room after the performance.
[$he touches hin on the arm with a quick intimacy - then slips away - |
[GW takes V'R to one side in an alcove |

GAVIN WAYLOCK
Give it to me!

VINCENT RODENAVE
What!
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A newsboy brings the latest edition
and changes the headline
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ACTUARIAN LATEST RATIO

- 3,500,000 LOSE 4 MONTHS OF LIFE

A newsboy again changes

the headline
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180 Scene 2

lights dim and come up again - the two chiefs of the Amaranth Society
appear front of stage - crowd noises off

THE OLAF MAYBROW
Roland - have you seen it - what shall we do?

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
There is a great crowd in the street - is this what you refer to?

THE OLAF MAYBROW
Crowd! It's a mob! A convulsion!

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
But why - what's the occasion?

THE OLAF MAYBROW
Haven't you seen the news?
The Roland consults his news screen

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Great Eternal Principle!

THE OLAF MAYBROW
Exactly - what shall we do?

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
I suppose something must be done

THE OLAF MAYBROW
So it would seem.

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
In some terrible respect our civilization has failed.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
We can't talk failure now. Someone must issue a statement. Someone must take charge.

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
But I can't contradict the Actuarian... No more can I consign 1062 Amaranth to Brood.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
Listen to them. Hear how they roar! You must do something!

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
Very well. I shall go before them. I shall counsel patience.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
They'll tear you to pieces!

THE ROLAND ZYGMONT
You speak as if the people of Clarges were barbarians.

THE OLAF MAYBROW
We and the barbarians are the same stock.
We have known a hundred thousand years of savagery together,
and only a few hundred years of divergence

lights dim, they exit.
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| CUE: lights fade to black]|

Scene Three - Esterhazy Square, Actuarian and Spaceport

The plaza before the Actuarian is packed dense with bodies.
Faces shine from drab clothing like confetti on dark water- restless motion, throaty rumbles.

93 J =60 Music Number 15 Finale
. Back tabs open revealing crowd in dim light in front of Actuarian
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The mob tear apart RODENAVE
and then the Actuarian.
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The pair exit as the gantry closes

The ship is ready to depart.
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