The Year of the Green Parrots

eleven songs to poems of Jane Wyatt
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Composet's Note:

My song cycle ‘The Year of the Green Parrots’ (January 2002) is for three sopranos or mezzo sopranos and chamber orchestra,
using eleven from the fourteen poems of poet and singer Jane Wyatt with this title. The poems, in elliptical and allegorical style, tell of a year of
illness and heartbreak which ends in healing and calm. I find the poems magical and dramatic and I intend the music to reflect this mood. I have
not enquired as to the particular circumstances behind the poetry, but Jane tells me the green parrots were real, and that there is an urban legend
relating to them. A barge was travelling down the Thames carrying, amongst other cargo, a consignment of exotic green parrots. It foundered
between Staines and Chertsey and started to sink. The bargee released the caged birds into the wild rather than let them drown. A flock of the
green patrots, survivors or descendants, can now be seen flying on the Surrey and Middlesex border!
Among many influences in the gestation of the work is the Schoenberg Opus 21 song cycle with quintet ‘Pierrot Lunaire’ (1912), which introduced
the mode of half-speaking, half singing called Sprechstimme. This work uses a similar device and some explanation is needed for the performer,
and perhaps for the listener. First, please recall the moment when, listening to a song performance, the music and the meaning of a word or
phrase

may coincide completely to produce a magical elation. The intense feeling produces tears or laughter according to the mood. This human
communication is a justification for art. The Lieder or opera singer strives to make this happen by bel canto singing with occasional added
colour and emotion (roughness) in the voice at certain times. Waveform analysis of the sounds of great artists (Callas, among others) shows the
extent to which they vary the written pitch and depart from bel canto norms at certain moments. My use of Sprechstimme is an attempt to
formalise some of this musical expression. Schoenberg defines Sprechstimme (or Sprechmelodie) as 1) adhering to the notated rhythm,

2) indicating notated pitch but abandoning it by rising or falling. However, petformances of ‘Pierrot Lunaire’ are remarkable for the different
interpretations singers make of these instructions. There is of course an infinitely variable range of expression between speech and song. I have
formalised four versions: bel canto singing (normal noteheads); Sprechstimme Style A (triangle noteheads) - declamatory sung speech with
shortened vowels and lengthened consonants, pitches maintained; Style B (diamond noteheads) - more speechlike than A, much expression
(growls, croaks, squeals), pitches only approximate with much portamento; Style C (cross noteheads) - pure speech - poetry reading - pitches
natural (not notated), but rhythm approximately as per notes.

The petformer’s task is to derive the mood and character of the individual pieces from the words as much as from the music and to feel entirely
free to add whatever her artistic feeling suggests as appropriate. The work will only exist as it is performed and the creative act is ultimately that
of the performer. Jane has said ‘when you give your words to someone they will put their own energy into them and those words will evolve - in
this case into music - and when that music has been written and is given to the singer, that singer will invest her own energy and change the
music in ways that the composer did not expect. In the end the poetry/song will gain because of these dynamics - it will not take any energy or
meaning away’.

The work is for three sopranos or mezzo-sopranos rather than the conventional one voice. It is hoped that three contrasting voices and styles of
delivery will further increase the range of Sprechstimme presented. No indication is made as to which singer will take which song - leaving
this interesting matter as an aleatoric element from the composer’s viewpoint. Joe St.Johanser August 2002

CONTENTS

I ¢ The Year of the Green Parrots’
II ‘Enemy’

III ‘On Waking’

IV ‘Poplars on the Epte’

V ‘The Landscape under the Snow’
VI ‘Old Wine’

VII ‘Defeating Innuendo’

VIII ‘Doppler Shift’

IX ‘Fear of Flying’

X ‘Cold Spell’

XII ‘The Butterfly’



I - The Year of the Green Parrots

Music by Joe St.Johanser

120

J=

concert pitch

Poem by Jane Wyatt

I
—

=

-

=

‘F_A

77~

™~
e e o s 1) e e
X = 3 3 3 RE Ra3 i 3
B va B va v T AN AN 3 pLvav
™) o <N <N o <N ﬁln o n.'
\ £ .

(5] - o P — [+ o
E £9 g g = ° 3
= 55 = O G
2 g E
3 >

m

\

N

)i .

=z

-

=

o T

L2
L]

o~
1
0 a7

AT

#

b 3

- IV /)
o

19

T
T #n 4

=z

mp

o

oo

=
>

UL

:

9179

=

‘F_A

XX,

o4
hll - SRR 2

() 4

P

X
y O I

Pno.

Pno.

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



Sgr.

Pno.

Sgr.

Pno.

Pno.

meno mosso

J=110

L{

—— |
T T T [T [ a@®]
B

ItwastheyearthatI first saw the green par-rots.  Swoo
o o : -
o° © :
Ve L B=a
= =
= b=
A tempo
/=120

- : - O
o9
\ Bz v
bl ? 2 - -
FY
= = o _T
= =

D~
D~
D~

D&
D~
D~
D&

| 188

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002




mf

to thenew mown lawn.

&

o P
il

=,

Down

=, e,

N4t
P’ AR K.
float
N4t
o LT
-

[ fanY

23

o
\Ne)

Pno.

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002

R
T Y 1el ~ W |
m 1~ |
~t A A
~t ~
Al il !
L) N
™ e
rl HEL) % TR
N H H IeH
A )
A
[ 18 ' ~g . 1
e T
9] L)
|| ity ﬁ
w
~t .
—M\Av 2 A
.2 A
1
[]] o0
~t me
v g |
et 1] oA
) Bt VOl E M
o L L = l
Zhl 19 ~t 1T T
9
~e [ A
1 ~g
(1 g L) 1
~t Y )
L) [ [ ] | I/
M \ ije
e LIR e L L £
IIf @
A
1
Q
[ B I
~ g =]
// L| “\. w
B L ®
N TN e W
~e [ % -
) \\\OV o S
3]
™ < A
e O b
~ \OV ..M 1
L) L o=
M ¥ 3 o
) S "
1 Rd
] X m ! e 8 i
3 Rad Ra Raz Rzd
3 and Ay Ay x
| £y F Y |
2 Ezd Ezs Ezs E
1t £ s e
s N Cl 2N N .
24 ya 24 ya
£ m g
~

W

Pno
—

Sgr

Pno



still

A

=

The flanboy-ant es-cap- ees,

[
Al

somewhat dramatically

J=100
mp
Pl e”)

T

[NE TV —4
%
mp

T 4

VY A

O

—
| E—

0

Hut
D)

Hu
Hu #
P’ ARl .
rax

'l"“u.‘rfff

31

Pno.

19

the
4
#
LT L
U+ 4

N—

for-est

o o o

Crav-ing For-ev-er

eE2e =

cientrain

7]

’

Andthe an

€

A
®

A

of their av - ia-ry
ot

wearingtheirscar-letbrace lets werefreed by ac-ci-dent
=

tor - rid clim-ate

bl X 27

bl KX
(e ==
XX,

rax
7
y i

[ YR
™
AL
TTTe
QL
T
H
=
AN
N O
I
=

Pno.
Fl.
Pno.

Pno.

4
L T

T

e 3

ko

# U

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002

)i




=~ [T 2
-3 W g
AL
o o
7 4 [ ¥ -~
&
£ NS
=]
[ & N
S = N
%) . I
f 2 [y
Y il
o
e__ I i m 'y A
ALl 8
Wil ) £ .uIh W
A &
(Vi e 2 A
S o
f\\ UV., L 1 ~d
S\ L 1Y
il 2\ vw Y
g 1] 8
LIl andl m ] # At
184
- L YRR
Q (1
= 'y
“ N YL
m 1
i 141y
k5
s ;r%
= o
ol SOl Y
AL B
— STy
A.L ik
(YA X Yol
o
= ' Y L1l
Q
ﬂfr} (Y
el
A ™ N
m== B
v v A v
ESY ESY A
== m=e B
AN AN AN
N R N
A\
= Mc m

N3
TR AN 2 N
< 1~
= i
TN
B )
T N R e
Hl\\ ™y ~4
A'_ » ~ -
1
-
[}
'\\ [ ] ~¢
S0 L
L Yol ' I
» [T1e
ol IR e
[ AR g
\ Kd ﬂ
By ﬂ i~
=}
¢l B
1! @
o] mb ~
L)
TN
! Bl )
| |l 1™
LH:\O ..lm
S
gl s Il
Iy ¢
A _ Q
3
oTITe| =
N ﬁ e i~
&)
| 180 TT7e Q
&
e
3]
] s
e 2
f\ 1 = ~e
And L)
]
CH N 1)
A+ R 3
L iy
ESY Sy Y
EZ3 Ex3
Sty g
NI NG
4 S , S p
— = S
S on
2 £

Sty i Ny S
HMIII B [ = v 1 s v 1
Jvi G i

Ael 0 Y M
il R
Miin L
[
T
# L
K3 S Ml M
' 1
= .
N § TN
| =
. 9
NS bon
1 ™ - >~
o
r\v B AT 1
()
& -
=
1 M ea]]
e} .
L (= [
3]
= RE
7 7 any
E=Y E=Y E =Y
==
i i R
> 0 N N MmN
NS
— — o)

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



80

o o = ]
o_®
Bt S
in fin i-ty Pow er
I I
\ \
\ \
| ]
y Z— ]
o O & ]
\)I} 1
4
—
 — i ]
1 1 ]
Breath -
e B —
=
\
]
]
]
1
he
4
o — — 1
- —— ]
4
rise on hot
]
Y 2 Y 2 ® |
€ € —
\
p
]
{
]
= .
o 1)
1) < [ [®]
> >
Hd:.'\ :
o®

P ® ]

ver - dict

T

ro-bats

? 2
P
&
&
7 2
P

BIN

f f f o
\ \ \ —
i in-to i
W‘q—gi
I I
] } I
| I — ’,\
g v @ g @ v g 1 ®
L S B s
4 ~  ——
| I | I I
Y1 ] ]
the lat - est
| ‘ | ‘
\ i \ i

—
~—
b
|

1
T
4 I

I

o

mp
I |
\ |
Sip-ping ice - cold tea
i
2
-
R PN R |
——
 ——
I I i -
wai-ted for
| ‘
ot lr
-
I 2
mp
N =
! Y - o
i -
watched theblithe ac
jut T
= -
\ 1
e >y
= T
] =
¥
&
p
- I ‘G‘
=

0.

=]
%]
2
[#]
| s
i @ N
L )
L] 3 )
sy i ﬂ\\d- v LI o= T T’ \1 IMJ LMﬁUT Q_M Nu m RARNG v
. ITLH ] i Ih&s 1] 2 L YRR
) _ﬁ [ 10 G B = W . : A S
It .D 1IN o 1N iy P S P8 N Nl Qo 2
1 [ YHR || nm H K- m v Il N il M
sy UL 1. el e 3 T | I E .
1] ol A A B 4 L z e
! - N m T S |4 8
S | O TeH m, i | 108
: I
O | (M2 TRl KL A e ] SR _
il ~ O T\ e s insa o s
1 § | g I | e 1 elofe %
Y H HaH 0 v
+H ( o Tele_ B i T T
_ ‘“ 1 Hitle
| 10 ' 2
l 0 AN T LI
1 AN e e_v y m
(WY UAdy g 1 |8l P NN | bl 5 I
B A k- i AN A AN M% AR AN AN .MM A B = A L v
NEe 9 N NI N ™ N N NP ™ N NI N ™
vy J ya
=

Sgr
Pno
—
Sgr
Pno
—
Sgr
Pno
—~
Sgr
Pn

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



4:6)

——3—

-~ 3 E

[ o
=>
< 17

4

theybe camein-vis

| ¥ v o <

- 3z

P

[ —| —
to the nak-ed eye
9 -
P

1 L B /B |

14
e 3

12
1153

/)
L ) 3

=

mu ted
o -

1y
< 17

&
L 4

< 17

o

cu-lous-ly trans
[

D)

< v

a

mir

[ Fan

Sgr.

Pno.

/!
%

‘approx. 4mins. 20 secs.‘

L

mp

V=

mp

mf

0

> —

L=

poco rit.

e

-~

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music

=3 &

T~

z 2
o
&

D

7
p
y amo|
[
7

o)
il /)
78
(&2
)

o
N

Pno.
Pno.



10

m.l.v x| | [y X
hm LMMW“ X U_\MH LU_\MH I_HT L
o
= /
7 [T K
g8 ® L) X YR
= L Lol
a) 1 1 1
iy il
W ™ A_uf ™ el
LI He i
e Y L
f
. | S
L (YT Y [
ﬂﬂ T u-
o) el wm
s | & i
~4
I
ity
1 1 1
> L [HaA4
5 i
g Ll | frrrw/a B
M H>
| T | N
—
— 1 B " "
T8l
RS B0
— H>
~t
1 1 1
ak
L = L
W ~e
2 ] 5 ] ]
[ g
— 33 M) LN
Sundl 3 Sasy Saoid
IU|D _t |D|u | N
Hil.N Ei.N 4
2 N < Q ~ pd
nWWJ ﬂlw \w WU ﬂ. N N ﬂ-
& ) S
g @ 2
g & -

\

i

[ 18

i

A | 18

i

== 2z ==

il

()

s O
—

rd

FL

B. CL

90

‘ = 1 'H"\f
=7 ==+
ey Tty

=y
f

il

=—=————

ey vear voer

! S
& &

harm - less

be-

So

Pno.

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



11

93

FL
B. ClL

[ 2 5
g g
I 099 0% 6| 0ld &
g e aRERA 2
) [ E _ I TINIEE 77
N 1 m ~e ~g ! ! " !
i) e = =
LY o0 b . : 2 :
il T . S ]|
! 1 1
g 2
MMy o g
& ® 5 i il
NR oo00] ol ol NI m P L) o
il (T ! o0 |t 8| |ole ~ \[[T]]
' _ _ N _NT] _NT] LNTY |DIUV Hy 8
o > xS0 E&3 EL S L H
119 3 i a1 e
I G
11| g o o
© . I I
& 9] g '
m & il z
4 it : i
! R 000 (4|l allelle ol s
] U % A 4---v il o 5 theo 0 0
VIR YIC i L st
., N (18
(M1 S ~y N & ™ m.b
o \H Q o
Y = ! g _
= < | THER N
0 H M 5
R 0 . 1 5 | JIE .
1 T n\m T ‘NJ 1
5 Wi M- - :
ﬁ & i [ 5 N N
0 2 8
[ 3 1 1 [ 18I N = !
1 g (11 S
= 12\ =4 9 b || |cetb ¢f|||0l6
I AR i £lem gl =)|e® 0wl
~ ~ < ~ ~ x> < la - ~
O <N N A D s NI NE I N TN nZ NN

Sgr
Pno
Vc
~
F
B. Cl
Sgr.
Pno
Ve
—
Sgr
Pno
Ve

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



12

koo D ko 0 kooD ko
Ce e G m%
i - e
4] - L
1l ,
ok B §
D | *\\ (L1 ﬁf
J i
| _ |
AL [N TN
Nl T Rl
(Il TIT oo o T
QL T 1 TR
N T NS T
| e A 0% w
sNEe NG N NO A
SN > N
= o m 9

B. CL

‘approx. 1 min. 40 secs.‘

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



13

1/

Music by Joe St.Johanser

e

1/

o

~

T~

—

[

—

ol )

IIT - On Waking

—
mp

5r
il ]

-

mf

1/

100

J

A9
QL

A\SP e )
7 ai
 fan
\Ne)

Y

[ fanY
[ fanY
ey

|
Violin 1 |-8—#—

Violin 11

Vla.

Poem by Jane Wyatt

Vin. I
Vin. 11

\

com fort-ing

B |

clois-tered clim-ate is

N

the

80
meno mosso

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002

I T o

Star-ing atthelow cei__ ling

o A
7
[ fan
y
[ fan
k2 Y
ey

Sgr.
Vin. I
Vin. II
Vla.



/=100
A tempo

14

[ a0 YW |
AN A
D)

1717 1

[

g
&

ol i ol
N M [ YNl
L 71 LI
[y [Ya g [ Ya A
[YHEA [ YRR O
puurfmJ Ly [Ya\}
L Y LI
N " [ Ya A
Vil il
] we o el
mc ~d A.
7 1 "
g
m
h.vl
oot B .
o] L YRR L1
L oy ¥
Q)
e Y L
T ' [l
] i '
B [k ..
m ® f._v ® 'r\
' 9 Ll
& Lo
Q
[

——8—

Vin. 1

T et — 1
Vin. II

. L[N iy
\H— m
g Ky
™ n.a
' BL
|| w N
g iy N
2 L ED
g . BN
1 ,m e .
o ~e
[ 1T1 (19~
) iy
. BL .
= ~e
&
£
ks i)
<
..w 1 17T 1
Sl
R I
i I o il
| Lt
9
( ] M ol
#L '\l (Sa\l
Wl el
it et Il
Y| | /] n\
QU {1 ]
| ] \|
c n
N N B8
= = >

143

Vin. I

M NI = .
T R ql] ol
1
1 1
« il
3 ||
|| R
L L &
1
e e m * A
Y Sl i
LI i
HM_ Q0
I | | y\/ ol
&, HMV i (Y
S LY
' _ (N
T el
N\\l& (TN «l\\\N
[T
JIe _fop
1 1 MH © ‘I 1
7%
ANy gy
i v
_ _ _ N
BL)
€ G C c nb
N NP N w23
2 L, £ =

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



15

M1 T w
™.
e ol i
° Pan
1 H m » 1
w
| | .M N
E
[ AN i
LU ] =
N B
o
N I |l
1 Pim 1
0 i)
L o Bt
9
™ BN .
- ]
\\m i) ||
: hE s
: | 8
N B N g
al
L] L] A
o~
AL
A A .P\\\N
[ 1 |
3 ’
L1 U 2 W
g
LI L
| HEN Y
g d
g
17 17 Q A

| [ =

o N T Wl I I

1 1 W

2
% -
B T & [ YA

N M , ! .l

W A

. 2 . .

il M = \o}\ \9\1
ENE NP NG N g8
~ pa (F

— . ) = s
= A = E >
>

156

~

I
r

sig-ni-fies safe__

ly

wrapped tight

Starched coc-coon of cot-ton sheets

BN

Sgr.

Vin. 1

|
Jp

o
4 g
™ /IR i
| = N
8] | 1
N ,m, | foJ..
N £
N i L YA AT
T BN 9_\/7 ﬁv | L
0o\
i .,, i
1 "| (YA
Aﬁé/v ; ( \M
i) | | 1_ (Yil o«
o VY 0 [ ¥a\d
|| Vol L 1 L 18
Al i i .
_ o & L1 4
_ A T S
| ' Y
_ 1 m @ '._v @ '\ @
' Nl Ll
| A XY Y /
.T_ 5 Na
N Ty v
900 &1 &
T -
el 1 @ ®
_ |18
1 & 5\ i
€ €
O N9 N ,
= & £ E =

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



16

168

~e ~e ~e
4 primi ] .7
| O D
i (- Il .
. o " I I
i Qll 8
=]
L1 L 2
~e MA ~e
Pimi
] |
e & ML L § 7 X!
L L N Ei.N
' ol
" 1 "
. < .
ML & ||
il oAl AL
. M
I H g I
il
[ L o (||
), ﬁ
S O> I .
\ e < AX \ N
il oA |l
~e N | N rm
T ol ®
T L i
" \T g " "
N L rd
I & I I I
T 2
Do I N NG e
J ya (’ \
— = — = s
. @ g = >
> >

s s i
e EI.N L~
LN LN Ei.N
~ -~ BN
Ei.N Ei.N LN
Cllal
1 1
N
(Y
1 1
1 ] [
o | NN
N N (Y
|| ol
o~ N l\\
N i (Yl
s (el ,
N
N
or or o ||
=
O NYe 2

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

mp

[approx. 2 mins. 10 secs. |

The Year of the Green Parrots © Robosoft Music September 2002



17
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Music by Joe St.Johanser

VIII - Doppler Shift
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Music by Joe St.Johanser

IX - Fear of Flying
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poco cresc.
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‘singers turn and face downstage
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approx.5 mins. 40 secs.

whole cycle approx 45 minutes
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